
Literacy Learning beginning 23/3/20 ( 2 weeks planning) 

Below is a list of 9 lessons based on the video ‘Tadeo Jones’ which can be 

found on the literacy shed. Resources mentioned throughout can be found in 

the Road’s End resources PDF. 

Literacy shed: https://www.literacyshed.com/the-egyptian-pyramids.html 

Youtube https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2XxhNMbpE2A 

or Vimeo https://vimeo.com/20793950 

 

The lessons follow the Try it, Use it, Prove it model we use in school where 

the children practise skills to start with, then apply the skill to their writing. 

There are also two reading comprehensions. Daily reading, handwriting and 

spelling also need to be done. 

 

 Objective Task 
Week beg 
23/3/20 
Lesson 1 

Try it: To include prepositional 
phrases  to expand noun 
phrases 

An expanded noun phrase provides extra information about the 
noun.  You can use adjectives and preposition phrases to modify the 
description given by the noun and provide clarity in your writing.  
Complete the sheet 

Lesson 2 Use it: To use the senses to 
describe a setting.  

Introduce the film ‘Tadeo Jones’. Pause at 3:30. Explain to children 
will be working towards writing a detailed story about his adventures 
inside the Egyptian tomb. We need to transport you there! Children 
to list things that they saw, heard, smelt in the tomb, e.g. See – pitch 
black, enormous, stone walls etc. Hear – eerie silence, falling dust 
and debris etc. Feel – cold, lifeless, airless etc. Create expanded noun 
phrases.  What can you see? E.g. Pitch-black, winding tunnels, 
enormous, ancient bricks, elaborate carvings • What can you hear? 
E.g. Eerie, still silence, crumbly, falling debris • How does the setting 
feel (its aura or physical touch)? E.g. Cold, airless rooms, close, 
claustrophobic feeling etc.  
 
Task1: Create expanded noun phrases you could use in your 
paragraph:  Holding his breath, he crept soundlessly through the 
airless room… 

https://www.literacyshed.com/the-egyptian-pyramids.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2XxhNMbpE2A
https://vimeo.com/20793950


 

Lesson 3 
 
 
 
 

Use it: To use figurative 
language to describe a setting. 
 
 

Replay the film ‘Tadeo Jones’. Pause at 3:30. Remind them that a 
simile is a comparison which finds similar characteristics in two 
objects and compares them, always by using the words 'like' or 'as'. 
E.g The clouds were like cotton wool. A metaphor makes a direct 
comparison to something else, but isn't literally true. Metaphors 
don't use the words 'like' or 'as'. E.g The cotton wool clouds. How 
does Tadeo move? What is the room like? E.g, the air was as dry as 
the desert, it was a quiet as a graveyard as … 
 
Task 3: Complete the sheet finishing the similes and metaphors.   
Then, create similes and metaphors to describe the tomb thinking 
about the following:  
As dry as, as silent as a sleeping viper, as eerie as… smelled like… 
Remove the like/as and it becomes a metaphor: The tomb was a 
sleeping viper.   

Lesson 4 Try it: To use personification to 
bring the setting to life. 

Replay the film ‘Tadeo Jones’. Pause at 3:30.  Replay the film ‘Tadeo 
Jones’. Pause at 3:30. Today, the children will be exploring 
personification. Personification gives an object human characteristics 
such as emotions, sensations, speech or actions. E.g. The punishing 
waves crashed ferociously and swallowed the poor swimmer. The 
waves are described as 'punishing' and 'ferocious'. They are also 
given a human action – swallowing. We know that waves cannot 
literally swallow things! Look at resource 2b-the images from the 
inside of the Egyptian tomb. Together, have a look at the first image – 
the shadows. Can we match a human action to the shadows in the 
tomb? E.g. The shadows creep along the walls. The shadows leap and 
dance in the lamplight. The shadows follow and chase me menacingly. 
 
Task 3: Complete page 3 and 4 personification sheet first. Then, write 
a range of sentences to describe the actions of objects from resource 
2b. Use adverbs for further personification. 

Lesson 5 Try it: To explore using fronted 
adverbials and adverbial 
phrases. 

Replay the film ‘Tadeo Jones’. Pause at 3:30. Explain that the children 
will also be looking at using adverbial phrases to start their sentences 
(fronted adverbials) or expand their sentences. Explain that 
adverbials are used to explain how, where or when something 
happened. 'Fronted' adverbials are 'fronted' because they are at the 
or beginning or ‘the front’ of the sentence, before the verb.  Look at 
an enlarged version of resource 4a. These sentences have been 
constructed using all the planning and grammatical skills learnt 
throughout the week. Look at the colour coding that has been used 
on the example. Can the children identify which grammatical feature 
has been colour coded red? (adverbials/fronted adverbials) Green? 
(similes) Which sense has been used? Etc. Discuss how the different 
sentences have been constructed are there any patterns?  
Task 4: Complete as much of Fronted adverbial booklet first, then 
children to write sentences using skills learnt throughout the week. 
They include a range of adverbial phrases and can use a mixture of 
simple and multiclausal sentences. 

Lesson 6 Prove it: To write a detailed 
setting description/story. 

Replay the film ‘Tadeo Jones’. Watch all of the way through.  Read 
model:  
After every turn, there were pitch-black, winding tunnels which were 
as long as the river Nile. Relentlessly, the cold, airless rooms felt 
suffocating and stranging as Tadeo crept into the endless darkness. 
Crumbling debris was a cascading waterfall breaking the eerie, still 
silence. Enormous, looming statues, which were as old as time, stood 
tall, and all around, the haunting wind screamed his name. The 



aroma of damp earth lingered in the ancient crypt, and frightening 
shadows leaped and danced in the lamplight. In the distance, 
mysterious doors tried to trick and tease. Hieroglyphs walked the 
walls as they had done since the dawn of time. At that moment, a 
glimpse of glittering treasure caught his eye… 
 
 
Task:  Use resource 7b to ‘show not tell’.  Using your expanded noun 
phrases, similes, metaphors, personification and fronted adverbials- 
write a story describing Tadeo’s adventures.   
Paragraph 1:  setting- outside the pyramid 
Paragraph 2:  Build up- entering 
Paragraph 3: encounters inside/problem 
Paragraph 4: resolution/ or leave on a cliff hanger 
 
Remember to ‘show not tell’ his feelings, e,g, Breathing rapidly and 
with trembling fingers, Tadeo… 

Lesson 7 Try it:  To use present perfect 
and simple past tense.  

Past tense is used for activities or events that started and finished in 
the past.  Present perfect tense is used for activities that started in 
the past but are still true now, or have an effect on what is happening 
now.   Present perfect tense uses the auxiliary verb HAVE before the 
main verb.  
Use ‘have’ for I / you / we / they.   
Use ‘has’ for he / she / it. 
Task: complete the present perfect and simple past tenses 

Lesson 8 Use it:  To use inverted 
commas and other speech 
punctuation to show direct 
speech.  

 
Complete the Lesson 8 task – sheet 3 (answers on sheet 4) 
 

Lesson 9 Use it:  To use conjunctions to 
extend sentences. 

A subordinate clause contains both a subject and a verb. A 
subordinate clause must be attached to a main clause as it would not 
make sense on its own. For example "I was hungry because I missed 
breakfast". In this sentence "because I missed breakfast" is the 
subordinate clause to the main clause "I was hungry". 
Task: Children to extend sentences by choosing a conjunction from the 
word bank.  Ensure you use a conjunction and a clause that match. 

Lesson 10 Use it:  To use coordinating 
conjunctions (for, and, nor, 
but, or, yet, so) to extend 
sentences. 

Coordinating conjunctions. Conjunctions are joining words that link 
together parts of a sentence. The three main coordinating 
conjunctions are 'and', 'but' and 'or'. They can be used to join 
together two clauses in a sentence. However, the clauses need to 
make sense on their own. 
Task:  Complete the sheet on using coordinating connectives.  Pg 7-9 
(answers page 10) 

 



 


