
 
Literacy Learning beginning 20/04/20 (T5 week 1) 

 

Below is a list of 5 lessons based on the short film ‘Marshmallows’ which can be found on the literacy 

shed using any of the following links. This learning is for the whole week. 

Literacy shed: https://www.literacyshed.com/marshmallows.html 

Youtube https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GwXFVqKuH-w 

or Vimeo https://vimeo.com/36998452 

 

Week 
beginning 
20/04/20 

Objective  Task 

Lesson 1 
Monday 20th 
April 

Try it: To create 
sentences to add 
into a setting 
description 
 
Resource: video clip 

Ask the children to copy the following prepositions into their book: On, 
behind, between, around, above, in, next to, through, beside, towards 
Watch the video. 
 
Children are going to become ‘Setting Sleuths’ and using their sleuthing 
(detective) skills, they need to look for as many details about the setting as 
possible. Ask them to record as much information about the setting as they 
can remember after the first watching. They will recall things like lake, tree, 
fire etc. – if possible can they then add more descriptive words around this.  
 
If you are able e.g. not sharing a device, the children can watch the film 
again to help them. 
 
Task:  Children to create sentences starting with preposition phrases e.g. In 
the distance, there were mountains. Around the fire, there were stones.  
 
At the end, if you can ask the children to go back to their sentences and 
begin to add detail- children to add in one amazing adjective before the 
noun, for example - There were thick trees by the edge of the water. Look 
at how this could be extended. There were several thick trees, with huge 
trunks, standing by the edge of the water. There were thick trees, which 
made good hiding places, by the edge of the water.  

Lesson 2  Use it: To create an 
opening paragraph 
for a piece of 
narrative 
Resource 1 if 
possible (end of 
document) 

Today we are going to create more of an opening setting description by 
adding in elements of the forest that we did not see in the clip.  
Listen and watch the below clip. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Jb_4dE5VD_g 
What else might they see or hear in a forest- an owl, a wolf howl, creaking of 
branches, fire flies? Ask children to imagine the scene from the start of the 
clip; then ask them to describe everything in order – they can draw this out 
or write it down to help them - the lake, the moon, the mountains, the trees, 
the campsite, the fire, the tent? If you can, use resource 1 at the end of this 

https://www.literacyshed.com/marshmallows.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GwXFVqKuH-w
https://vimeo.com/36998452


pack to support this writing: this will give children ideas to support their 
writing; otherwise, ask them to write five of the words in each column and 
they can then pass your device to a sibling if needed. 
 

Lesson 3 Try it: To create 
sentences about the 
appearance of the 
creature. 
 

Ask children to write the following words in their books: skin, eyes, ears, 
mouth, tail, body, movements, likes/ dislikes. Over the next few days, they 
will be looking at the creature and creating their own creature to write 
about. Today, they will write a paragraph about the ‘physical appearance’ of 
their creature. To do this they need to sound like experts. If possible, ask the 
children to look at resource 2 (at the end of this document) recording any 
‘technical language’ as they read (vocabulary related to that activity/animal 
etc) in their book.  
 
They are the experts in the creature of ‘Marshmallow’. They can begin with 
the opening line- Mallodiles are nocturnal creatures which are often 
mistaken for dangerous predators.  
 
What would come next? Perhaps something about the mallodile’s teeth? Or 
its aggressive behaviour when hungry? They can ‘magpie’ vocabulary from 
resource 2 if possible. Children should write sentences about the features of 
the mallodile’s physical appearance.  Like crocodile, mallodiles have bony 
structures within their skin which does in fact make their skin bullet proof. 

Lesson 4 Use it: To build 
paragraphs about 
the creature from 
the clip. 
Resource  

Ask children to divide their page in two: mallodile’s diet and mallodile’s 
predators. Today the children will think about the mallodile from the film 
clip Marshmallow (at the top of this document). They need to consider 
where it lives, what information would be important to inform the reader 
and who its potential predators are. Children to consider information which 
might go into the two paragraphs about the mallodile. Once they have 
created their two columns, they should write two paragraphs using these 
two columns as a guide under two sub-headings ‘Diet and ‘Predators’. 

Lesson 5 Try it: To draw their 
own creature either 
the same as or 
different to the 
Mallodile. 

Children to design their own creature. They need to consider the same 
elements as before: skin, eyes, ears, mouth, tail, body, movements, likes/ 
dislikes.  Children need to draw and label their creature ready to write about 
it next week.  Don’t forget to name it:  consider portmanteau words (where 
two words have been merged together):  Crocazilla (crocodile + Godzilla) 
Crocamallow (crocodile + marshmallow). Make as scary or as gentle or as 
unusual as they would like! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Resource 1: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Resource 2 

 

 


