
Science Y4 w/c 20th April 

There are roughly three sessions included below. Please complete what you can and chose an option best for 

you; you might want to complete more than one option. We have included three different options for lessons 

2 and 3 so that you can pick one that suits your child’s interests and one that does not need a screen if 

needed. 

 

Lesson 1:  
Identify and/ or 
create a 
classification key 
for British trees 

See what trees you can find in your garden or on your daily walk.  
 
Record what you find by drawing and labelling the trees (with particular detail to the tree 
leaves) AND/ OR if you want more of a challenge, create a classification key (remember 
that each questions has to have a yes or no answer which takes you to the next section). 
Remember when we made one during Branching databases in Computing. 
 
Questions to consider if describing a leaf for your drawing or if completing a classification 
tree –  

- Are the leaves smooth or wavy? 
- Are the leaves prickly? 
- Is there a main vein running from the stalk to the tip of the leaf? 
-  

 
Resource 1 below shows you common trees.  
Resource 2 shows you an example of a classification key. 
 
This video link shows you the 10 most common trees in the UK 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=U2xRmjfkF4A 
 
 

Lesson 2 and 3 
(option 1 – local 
environment) 
Understand how 
environments can 
change 
 
No computer/ 
screen/ resources 
needed 

Think about the trees that you have seen. How would the environment be changed 
without them? 
Draw and label your ideas in a poster, including explanations and examples. You might 
want to draw before and after pictures. 
Consider benefits of trees to humans and the animal world – think about:  
Which animals would be impacted?  
How would this change the habitats and food chains?  
Why might trees be cut down in our area? 
What are the positive and negative actions we can take? 

Lesson 2 and 3 
(option 2 – global 
environmental 
issues) 
Understand how 
environments can 
change  
 

Environments can change because of natural change e.g. wildfires, earthquakes, floods, 
hurricanes or man made changes e.g. pollution, urbanisation (building towns and cities) 
or deforestation. Please look at resources 3 to 5 for examples. 
 
Divide your page into three. For each of these areas: deforestation, pollution and 
urbanization, list what you think might be the problems for habitats and living things in 
those places. 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=U2xRmjfkF4A


You need to be 
able to see 
resources in this 
pack (your child 
could also research 
these issues) 

Take one area and consider what the problems are and what humans could do to help. 
You will need to think about both the animals and people that live there e.g. people who 
live and work in cities or in the rainforest. You might create a song, a film, a powerpoint, 
a poster. It is your choice. Consider both positive and negative human impact. 
 
 

Lesson 2 and 3 
(option 3 – 
orangutan focus) 
Understand how 
environments can 
change  
 
Warning – children 
may find this 
upsetting though 
the videos are age 
appropriate. 
 
Screen needed for 
watch the brief 
videos and 
potentially for 
research. 

Watch the video ‘Orangutan in my Bedroom’ and the World Wildlife film links below 
 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3Ha6xUVqezQ  (There’s a Ran-Tan in my Bedroom) 
 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=w-1DQwaauwE  (WWF) 
 
 
What are the problems that orangutans are facing? What is the scale of the problem? 
E.g. how many orangutans are losing their homes? How much forest is being destroyed? 
Why do humans need/ use palm oil? How does this affect orangutans and the rainforests 
of Borneo and Sumatra?  
Find out as many products as you can that use palm oil. Can you find out if there are 
alternatives? Is there a better way forward? 
Produce a poster, powerpoint, a speech or short film to explain how you think we could 
help the orangutan. 
 
You may wish to watch the Asia programme in the David Attenborough series ‘Seven 
Worlds One Plant’ which is on iplayer. A link to an article about this is below and the 
programme – though this can easily be found on iplayer. 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/articles/1Wbwgx6HCMbF8SrnSTMt08b/palm-oil-
how-you-can-save-asia-s-jungles 
 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/m000b1tw 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3Ha6xUVqezQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=w-1DQwaauwE
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/articles/1Wbwgx6HCMbF8SrnSTMt08b/palm-oil-how-you-can-save-asia-s-jungles
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/articles/1Wbwgx6HCMbF8SrnSTMt08b/palm-oil-how-you-can-save-asia-s-jungles
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/m000b1tw


 

 

 



Resource 2 – classification key example 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Resource 3 (Environmental changes) 

 

 



 

 



 

 



 


