
How to Fly a Hot Air Balloon 

 

A hot air balloon consists of a basket, four big gas tanks, a burner and the balloon or 

‘envelope’. They can often be seen (especially during the summer months) flying over 

Bristol. 

 

Step one 

First, the pilot puts four poles, which are made from nylon, into sockets on top of the 

basket.  Then, they put the burner on top of the poles.  Next, they connect the cables to 

the burner frame. However, the cables also go under the basket in order to hold 

everything together. 

 

Step two 

After this, they connect the hoses from 

the full gas tanks to the burner so that 

the pilot can test it. 

 

Step three 

Next, two people hold the mouth of 

the balloon open while it is filled with 

cold air from the fan until it is full and 

tight. 

 

Step four 

The next step is the most challenging because the pilot lies on the ground (half in the 

basket) and turns on the gas burner slowly. They point the flame into the ‘mouth’ (the 

opening) of the balloon so that the balloon 

slowly stands up. 

 

Step five 

When the pilot is ready to launch, they 

increase the temperature of the air in the 

balloon.  Consequently, the air in the 

balloon to be hot enough to get the 

balloon to rise off the ground. 

 

 

As you can see, flying a hot air balloon 

takes great expertise and practise to be 

successful. However, once mastered, the rewards are great. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



How to Fly a Hot Air Balloon 

Questions: 

 

1. What is the purpose of the subheadings? 

 

 

2. True or false? 

A) The poles are made from cotton.  

B) A couple of people are needed to hold the mouth of the balloon open.   

C) The balloon is filled with hot air.  

D) The cables only attach to the basket.  

E) The balloon is known as an envelope.  

 

3. Find a word that shows that step four is difficult.   

 

4. Find a synonym (word with a similar meaning) for join.   

 

5. Why does the pilot turn the gas on slowly?   

 

 

6. How does the balloon fall again?  

 

7. Are these fact or opinion? 

 

The balloon rises when the air is hot enough.  

A hot air balloon has 4 large gas tanks.  

Balloons must be colourful.  

The pilot needs assistance from at least one other person. 

Once mastered, the rewards of flying are great.  

 

8. Which of these are features of an explanation text? 

 

Technical language  Past tense               First person 

 

 

Direct speech  Chronological order Time adverbials  

 

 

9. Do you think that flying a hot air balloon is easy? Use evidence from the text in 

your answer. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Answers 

 

10. What is the purpose of the subheadings? 

To guide the reader and make the order of the steps clear. 

 

11. True or false? 

F) The poles are made from cotton. False – nylon 

G) A couple of people are needed to hold the mouth of the balloon open. True  

H) The balloon is filled with hot air. False – cold air 

I) The cables only attach to the basket. False – burner frame as well 

J) The balloon is known as an envelope. True 

 

12. Find a word that shows that step four is difficult.  Challenging 

 

13. Find a synonym (word with a similar meaning) for join.  Connect 

 

14. Why does the pilot turn the gas on slowly?  For safety reasons/ to avoid being hurt. 

 

15. How does the balloon fall again? Air in the balloon cools 

 

16. Are these fact or opinion? 

 

The balloon rises when the air is hot enough. fact 

A hot air balloon has 4 large gas tanks. fact 

Balloons must be colourful. opinion 

The pilot needs assistance from at least one other person. fact 

Once mastered, the rewards of flying are great. Opinion 

 

17. Which of these are features of an explanation text? 

 

Technical language   

Chronological order  

Time adverbials  

 

 

18. Do you think that flying a hot air balloon is easy? Use evidence from the text in 

your answer. 

Answer must include evidence from the text. 


