
Literacy Learning wc 20.4.20 

This week’s lessons will be based on the book ‘Escape 

from Pompeii’ by Christina Balit. I have photographed 

each page and attached it as a PowerPoint on the 

website. Alternatively, if you would prefer a hard 

copy, it can be purchased on Amazon for around £5. 

Once again, the lessons follow the Try it, Use it, 

Prove it model we use in school where the children 

practise skills to start with, then apply the skill to 

their writing. There is also a reading comprehension. 

Daily reading, handwriting and spelling should also be done. An updated spelling list for 

Term 5 can be found on the website. 

 Objective Task 
 

Lesson 1 Try it: To use a 
dictionary to 
explore new 
vocabulary 

Copy these words into your books. 
Use a dictionary (hard copy or online https://dictionary.cambridge.org/) 
to find the meaning of each of these words.  

1. Tavern 
2. Haggling 
3. Stall-holder 
4. Tremors 
5. Awning 
6. Bray 
7. Mooring 
8. Cargo-ship 
9. Pumice 
10.Stranded 
 

Write down their definitions then write a sentence of your own for each 
to show you understand their meaning. 
 
These words will come up in our class text and will help you to 
understand it better  
 

Lesson 2 Reading 
comprehension 

Sheet- Investigating Pompeii and Vesuvius. 
Read page 1 only of this document and answer the questions shown on 
page 2. Answers (for parents to check) are on page 3. 
If you have reading support in school with Mrs Pick, please try sheet 
Pompeii and Vesuvius (support group) 
 
If you don’t have access to a printer or a screen for the whole lesson, 
just copy the first 3 questions into your book then read page 1 and 
answer. 
 
This reading comprehension will give you a little background to the 
book we are going to read. You may also want to locate Pompeii on 
https://www.google.com/maps to understand where it is in the world 

https://dictionary.cambridge.org/
https://www.google.com/maps


and do some further research of your own if you have time. 
https://www.ducksters.com/history/ancient_rome/pompeii.php 
There is a PowerPoint entitled ‘Mount Vesuvius Eruption’ on the 
website you could also look at. Some of the words you might find tricky 
so ask an adult to help if you need to.  
 
 

Lesson 3 Use it: To use new 
vocabulary in my 
writing 
 

Read the text ‘Escape from Pompeii’ on the PowerPoint up to and 
including slide 17 (page ending ‘they soon fell asleep’ ).  
 
In your purple book, write a short recount explaining what was 
happening at this point in the text from the boy’s perspective. You must 
include 5 of the new words you wrote in your 
book on Monday.  The picture on page 16 and 
17 could help. 

 Remember recounts are written in the first 
person (I) and past tense. If you need a quick 
reminder on ‘How to write a recount’, you 
could watch this video on the BBC webpage 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/z2yycdm/articles/zgfhcj6 
 
 

Lesson 4. Try it: To identify 
prepositions 

Have some fun doing the activities on the PowerPoint entitled 
‘Prepositions’ to remind yourself of what prepositions are.  
 
Then copy and complete the sheet ‘Preposition Detective’ if you are 
feeling confident or try ‘Missing Prepositions’ if you need more 
support. There are answers for parents to check. 
 
If you don’t have access to a printer or a screen for the whole lesson, 
write the following prepositions in your book then write your own 
sentences with them in: on, under, across, inside, before, through, at, 
beneath, towards, after 
 
More information for parents can be found here if needed 
https://www.theschoolrun.com/what-are-prepositions 
 

Lesson 5 Use it: To use a 
range of 
prepositions in my 
writing 

Continue reading the text ‘Escape from Pompeii’ on the PowerPoint up 
to and including slide 21 (page ending ‘the fishes were stranded 
there’) You do not now need the screen. 
 
In your purple book, use your imagination to write the next paragraph 
of the story describing what might have happened next for Livia and 
Tranio. Try to use a range of prepositions in your writing that you 
worked on yesterday and underline those that you have used.  
 
If you get a chance, send me a paragraph you are proud of. 
 

 

https://www.ducksters.com/history/ancient_rome/pompeii.php
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/z2yycdm/articles/zgfhcj6
https://www.theschoolrun.com/what-are-prepositions


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


