
English Learning week commencing 4-5-20 

This unit of English learning (x2 weeks) is based on the poem ‘The Tyger’ by William Blake. This 

week, the focus is on: the structure and features of the poem, gathering of ideas by yourself to write 

a modern version of the poem (which will be the focus of the tasks for week 2 of this unit). 

To assist you with your learning throughout this unit, you will find on the school YouTube channel, 

a reading of the poem by Mrs Westcott and three videos explaining the use of vocabulary, imagery 

and rhyme throughout the poem.  

  

Task Objective Activity 

1. 
 

To annotate 
and 
evaluate a 
poem 

Listen to the poem ‘The Tyger’ by William Blake, being read by Mrs Westcott or you can 
listen to the poem at 
 https://www.poetryfoundation.org/poems/43687/the-tyger  
 
Read the poem out loud to yourself.  
 
Write the following in your book and find examples of each: rhyming words, repeated 
words, alliteration or figurative language (metaphors, similes, imagery), questions/words 
unsure of.  
You may use the video clips on YouTube to support you. 

2. 
 

To develop 
initial ideas 
for a 
descriptive 
poem 
 

In your books draw a large rectangle and split it into quarters, give each box a 
heading: 
 appearance  (stripes, eyes, ears, tail, body, feet) 
 movement   (e.g. tiger walking, stalking, hunting, add adjectives and adverbs e.g. 
slowly, pouncing, sprinting) 
 danger (words and phrases showing the danger a tiger presents to others) 
 opinion (your opinion of a tiger: To me… I think… I believe…) 
 
Now using the images below of tigers and the following YouTube clips add words 
and phrases to each of your boxes about tigers. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FK3dav4bA4s 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Bv4d5XHVgGg 

 
Next develop your ideas in to notes and phrases e.g. 
Burnt orange stripes like flickering flames 
Majestic predator, silently stalking its prey 
Huge, muscular legs sprinting or poised ready to pounce 

 
In each box write at least one example of simile and metaphor. 

3. 
 

To 
recognise 
and use 
sound 
patterns in 
rhyming 
words 

 

Re-read ‘The Tyger’ poem identifying the rhyming words that the author has used.  
You may wish to use the video clip The Tyger part 3 to support you with this. 
 
In your books write a list of between 5-8 words that describe a tiger.   
Thinking about these words, can you think of any words that rhyme with them?  Try to think 
of 3 rhyming words per descriptive word. 
Finally, for each list of three, highlight the best or most suitable to fit with a phrase or 
sentence about a tiger. 
 
Can you turn you rhyming words into a pair of lines as rhyming couplets?  

https://www.poetryfoundation.org/poems/43687/the-tyger
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FK3dav4bA4s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Bv4d5XHVgGg


E.g.  
The tiger follows the scent of its prey 
Tracking and stalking from far away 
 

4 & 
5 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

To draft 
and write a 
descriptive 
poem 
 
(over two 
days) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Today you are going to create your own original, modern tiger poem! 

Your poem must include: 

 Include descriptive features about the tiger. 

 Remember the tiger’s appearance and movement. 

 Include rhymes if you can. 

 Include figurative language in your descriptive phrases.  

 Add your own opinion about the tiger too. 

 Use of well-chosen vocabulary, converted into powerful phrases. 

Watch this clip of a tiger 

https://www.nationalgeographic.org/media/steve-winter-trail-tiger/ 
(This video is 27 minutes long, you only need to watch the first minute.) 
Look out for any other ideas that may help you add to your planning notes on 
‘appearance’, ‘movement’ and ‘danger’.  
Use your planning notes (along with rhyming ideas, if possible) to create your own tiger 
poem. 
Your descriptive words about the tiger can firstly be converted into some powerful 
phrases: 
 
Majestic predator searching for prey, 
Burnt orange stripes like fallen leaves.  
 
With some ideas for powerful phrases, next we can combine them and turn the 
phrases into a poem! 

Majestic predator searching for prey, 

Creeping and stalking at the end of the day, 

The stripes of this robber are not plain to see, 

Piercing green eyes fixed on those that flee. 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.nationalgeographic.org/media/steve-winter-trail-tiger/


 
 
 

   

  
 
 

 
 

 

      



 

The Tyger 

WILLIAM BLAKE 

Tyger Tyger, burning bright, 
In the forests of the night; 

What immortal hand or eye, 
Could frame thy fearful symmetry? 

 
In what distant deeps or skies. 

Burnt the fire of thine eyes? 
On what wings dare he aspire? 

What the hand, dare seize the fire? 
 

And what shoulder, & what art, 
Could twist the sinews of thy heart? 
And when thy heart began to beat, 

What dread hand? & what dread feet? 
 

What the hammer? what the chain, 
In what furnace was thy brain? 

What the anvil? what dread grasp, 
Dare its deadly terrors clasp! 

 
When the stars threw down their spears 

And water'd heaven with their tears: 
Did he smile his work to see? 

Did he who made the Lamb make thee? 
 

Tyger Tyger burning bright, 
In the forests of the night: 

What immortal hand or eye, 
Dare frame thy fearful symmetry? 

 

 

 

 

https://www.poetryfoundation.org/poets/william-blake

