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  Thursday 14th May 

 
Dear Families, 
 
I am sure you are all aware of the announcements made on Sunday regarding the government’s plans for 
wider school opening from June 1st. Schools and local authorities were not provided with advance notice of this 
and so all schools have been, and are still, planning extensively in how we reopen in a safe and secure 
manner using the guidance which has subsequently been released. Any reopening of school requires 
extremely careful and detailed planning using the government and local guidance; the below links are guidance 
to schools and parents. 
 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-implementing-protective-measures-in-
education-and-childcare-settings/coronavirus-covid-19-implementing-protective-measures-in-education-and-
childcare-settings  
 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/closure-of-educational-settings-information-for-parents-and-
carers/reopening-schools-and-other-educational-settings-from-1-june  
 
Please be assured that the safety of children and staff is, and will continue to be, at the very centre of all of our 
planning and all wider reopening is dependent on the government’s five key tests being met. 
 
 
Who will the school now be open to? 
 
The first priority remains the children of key workers, those with an EHCP or those deemed vulnerable and 
they are able to attend daily. These children are now eligible for a place (regardless of whether there is a 
parent at home) assuming that their individual needs can safely be provided for. The list of those who qualify 
as key workers is unchanged and does not include all occupations who are now able to return to work. 
Government advice is that many people will need to continue to work from home and that employers will need 
to recognise the need for childcare. If you are a key worker not currently on our school list, please contact the 
school office.  
 
Year 6 children will also be eligible to return to school. Currently, we are anticipating - in line with other local 
schools - that this provision will be for four days a week to allow for planning time for all teachers, including 
those teachers who also need to plan for a year group at home (this will be Wednesdays at both BHIS and 
BHJS). Staffing capacity is reduced and due to safety measures, the number of adults in a group has to be 
minimised. Please note that provision for Year 6 is also dependent on how many children we now have in the 
first group (above) and this may be subject to change.  
 
A survey will be sent out to parents of all eligible children early next week asking whether you intend to take up 
a place to allow for further planning. 
 
For those in Years 3 to 5 (other than key workers’ children, those with an EHCP or those deemed vulnerable), 
the government is planning a return a month before the Summer holidays commence. The government is 
going to review this at a later date and there is no current guidance for this phase of reopening. These children 
will continue to access home learning. Assuming this further reopening does ahead, the above provision would 
be subject to change. 
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What measures will be put in place to ensure safety? 
 
The government has acknowledged the difficulty of social distancing with primary school children  – stating in 
the guidance to schools that ‘primary age children cannot be expected to remain 2m apart from each other and 
staff’ - however a number of protective measures will be put in place, in line with the guidance, to reduce 
contact between children and staff. Protective measures include, but are not exclusive of, the following: 
 

1. Class sizes are reduced to a maximum of 15. All children will be in a pod with an allocated room, toilet/s 
and staff. It will not be possible for all pods to be taught by their existing class teacher. 

2. Pods will be separated as much as is possible to reduce cross infection. Therefore, there will be 
staggered entry, break, lunch and exit times which will need to be adhered to. In addition, there will be 
two entry/ exit points to the school.  

3. During break/ lunchtimes, pods will be timetabled slots in specified outdoor areas so that they do not 
mix as far as possible. 

4. Enhanced hygiene measures will be in place. All children will wash hands on entry (doors open and 
hands soaped at the entry points and washed off in designated sinks), after breaks, before food and 
before leaving school for the day. Please also ask children to wash hands before leaving for school and 
on arriving home.  

5. Year 6 children are asked to walk to school and parents will need to drop at the gate if they accompany 
them. Please note that for all children, only one parent should drop off/ collect (if needed). Where 
possible, we ask that parents do not drive to school and if this is needed, park a distance away if 
possible. All children must go directly home. 

6. Staff will not, in general, be wearing PPE however there may be exceptions e.g. the administering of 
First Aid.  

7. The rules for seven day isolation or fourteen day household isolation following presentation of any 
symptoms remain the same. However, testing will now be available for any child or staff who are 
displaying symptoms and in the event of a positive test, the pod must isolate at home for 14 days.  

8. Parents will not be fined for non-attendance at this time. 
 
It is important to share that the usual curriculum will not be provided to those in school. We are mindful of the 
amount of time that the children have not been in school and the need to focus on re-establishing routines and 
wellbeing. There will be a difference in children’s home learning experiences and what they have accomplished 
during this time away from school, which we will look to celebrate but also to address gaps where possible. 
 
Further information will go out next week to the parents of those children continuing at/ returning to school 
which will include the staggered start and end times for pods. 
 
With best wishes, 
 
 
Abigail Hodge 
Headteacher 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 

 

    
 

 


