
British Garden Birds 

Introduction 

Did you know that there are around 10,000 different known species of birds?  Birds can be 

identified by their beak, feathers (which are used to insulate, camouflage, attract mates 

and protect their skin) and the fact they lay eggs.  They are vertebrates - which means 

they have a backbone - and are warm-blooded so they can control and maintain their 

temperature. In this text, we will explore some common British garden birds, who visit 

gardens regularly for food or shelter.  

 

Goldfinch 

The eye-catching goldfinch is brightly coloured with a 

bright red face and yellow wing patch.  These small birds, 

measuring approximately 12cm in length, can be found 

throughout the UK although they are less common in 

upland areas.  In winter, they migrate as far south as 

Spain.  They are sociable and often breed in loose 

colonies.  Interestingly, they have adapted beaks so that 

they can extract seeds from ragwort, thistles teasels and 

dandelions. Goldfinches will also eat invertebrates 

(mostly types of insect). 

 

Carrion Crow 

Carrion crows - who are usually solitary – are incredibly 

clever and adaptable.  They can be cautious around 

humans although, once they have located a safe 

garden with good food supplies, they will return to 

feed.  Closely related to the hooded crow, these often 

fearless birds can be found almost everywhere 

(including cities, upland moorlands, woodlands, 

seashore). 

They are known as carrion crows because of their diet, which includes carrion (the 

decaying flesh of dead animals).  The diet of these black creatures also includes insects, 

worms, seeds, fruit, eggs and any scraps. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Blackbird 
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Unsurprisingly, male blackbirds are black with a bright orange-yellow beak and eye-ring. 

Despite being called blackbirds, females are actually brown often with spots and streaks 

on their breasts (similar to starlings).  They are one of the most common UK birds and eat 

insects, worms and berries. Found everywhere in gardens, these beautiful birds weigh just 

80-100g and have a wingspan of between 34-38.5cm. 

 

In winter, there are usually10-15 million blackbirds found in the UK and, until the winter 

season ends, males and females tend to separate.  When the breeding season arrives, 

they will often return to a previous season's partner to mate. 

 

Robin 

Crowned as the UK’s national bird in 1960, the robin is 

well-known for its bright red breast, particularly at 

Christmas.  Surprisingly, males and females look identical, 

although juvenile robins do not have the distinctive red 

breast, and instead are spotted with golden brown.  This 

colouring is essential for young birds because it prevents 

them from being attacked by adult robins. Adults can be 

aggressively territorial and quick to drive away intruders, 

which would be a threat to young birds. Incredibly they use their song, which can be 

heard all year round, to warn off intruders. 

  

Although they can be aggressive, robins have been known to feed the chicks of other 

birds.  They are also known for their unusual choice of nesting places, which include 

sheds, greenhouses, hanging baskets - even a pocket in washing left on the line! 


