
 
Literacy Learning Overview wc 1.6.20 

 
For the next two weeks, we will be linking our literacy lessons to the short film 
‘Spy Fox’ which can be found on the literacy shed using any of the following links. 
Literacy shed: https://www.literacyshed.com/spyfox.html 
Youtube https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ghr1YI2nH5w 
or Vimeo https://vimeo.com/71748250 
Years 3, 4 and 5 will all be using the same video stimulus to make learning at 

home a little easier. 

 Objective  Task 

Lesson 
1 
 

Use it: To use 
time 
connectives to 
order events in 
chronological 
order 
 
 

Time connectives are words or 
phrases which are used to tell 
a reader WHEN something is 
happening and are often used 
in story writing. 
 
 
 
 
If you have time and access to a computer, you could watch this video to 
show you how to use time connectives and where you can put them in a 
sentence. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Krxj-vIEDbU (They also refer 
to subordinating conjunctions which we have done before which is good 
revision for you) 
 
Task: 
Watch the ‘Spy Fox’ video. Then put the pictures (see Resource 1 below) in 
the correct order and write a sentence about each of them making sure you 
include a time connective (Children can write a caption for each picture in 
order, printing is not essential) 
 
This task is the same as the year 4 easier task so if you have a sibling in year 4, 
feel free to work together and challenge yourselves to use the best time 
connectives you can! 
  

Lesson  
2  

Reading 
Comprehension 

Find out some interesting facts about Arctic foxes by reading 
the text ‘Arctic Fox reading comprehension’ then answer the 
questions that follow in your book. There are answers for 
your parents to check. 
 
If you have reading support in school with Mrs Pick, please try sheet ‘Wild Fox 
Reading comprehension (support group)’ Read the text on page one only and 
answer questions on page 2. 
 
If you don’t have access to a printer or a screen for the whole lesson, just 
copy the first 3 questions into your book then read page 1 and answer. 
 
 
 
 

https://www.literacyshed.com/spyfox.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ghr1YI2nH5w
https://vimeo.com/71748250
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Krxj-vIEDbU


Lesson 
3 

Try it: To 
identify and 
create similes 

A simile is a way of describing something by comparing it to something else 
using ‘like’ or ‘as’. We often use them in stories or poems to create a really 
clear image in the reader’s mind of what we are describing. Look at these 
great examples by Roald Dahl: 
 
 
 
 
 
Task 1: Watch this music video. How many similes can you hear? Jot down 
some of the ones that you like https://youtu.be/eE9tV1WGTgE 
 
Task 2: Look at these well-known similes then invent your own version. 
 

 
 

Lesson 
4 

Use it : To use 
similes to 
describe 
characters 
 

Look back at yesterday’s learning and remind yourself of how to create 
effective similes.   
 
Task: Write two sentences for each of these characters and include a simile in 
each. You could describe their appearance, personality or actions. If you’re 
stuck, you could re-watch the video to give you ideas 

   
 
 
 
 
 

Spy Fox                   Doctor Hammer               Lily                  Sardine  
 
Example 1. The Spy Fox crept stealthily like a tiger.  

https://youtu.be/eE9tV1WGTgE


Lesson 
5 

Try it: To use 
apostrophes for 
contractions 
(revision) 
 

Contractions are words made by putting two words together. Letters are 
taken out in the contraction and replaced by an apostrophe. The apostrophe 
shows where the letters would be if the words were written in full. 
Example: could not = couldn’t, she will = she’ll, would have = would’ve 
 
Watch the video to remind yourself how to use apostrophes for contraction. 
You can do the quiz too if you want! 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zvwwxnb/articles/zcyv4qt 
 
Task:  Rewrite the short story below by changing the underlined words to 
their contracted form. 
 
 (If you are short on time, simply write out the 10 contractions in your book 
or if you are a really confident writer and want even more of a challenge, 
you could write a short fox based story of your own which includes 10 
contractions) 

 
The Fox and the Chicken  

Chicken was minding her own business 
when she heard the sound of whimpering 
from behind a large boulder. She went to 
have a look. Can you guess who she had 
found? It was Fox, who was sitting down for 
lunch.  
 
“Hello Chicken!” growled Fox. “I am just about to have my delicious lunch!”. 
Shaking on his plate, were three terrified baby rabbits. Chicken did not like 
Fox’s horrible behaviour so she replied, “Excuse me Fox, but those rabbits 
look horrible and skinny and will not fill you up! In a hole on the other side of 
the farm, is a family of fat, tasty rabbits you could have chosen instead. They 
will fill you up much more!” 
 
Licking his greedy lips, Fox could not contain his excitement as he followed 
Chicken to the rabbit hole whilst the baby bunnies quickly escaped! Sure 
enough, in a small mound, there was a rabbit hole. Fox could not see any 
rabbits and so put his head inside. No bunnies! “It is empty!” Fox cried. 
Desperately, Fox tried to pull his head out but it would not budge. He was 
stuck! By the time Fox had pulled his head out, Chicken was nowhere to be 
seen. Chicken had tricked Fox! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.theschoolrun.com/what-is-an-apostrophe
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zvwwxnb/articles/zcyv4qt
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