
 
Literacy Learning beginning 11/05/20 (T5 week 4) 

 

Below is a list of 5 lessons based on the short film ‘Taking Flight’ which can be found on the literacy 

shed using any of the following links. This learning is for the whole week. 

Literacy shed: https://www.literacyshed.com/takingflight.html 

Youtube https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Gj6V-xZgtlQ&t=61s 

or Vimeo https://vimeo.com/182555047 

 

Week 
beginning 
04/05/20 

Objective  Task 

Lesson 1 
Monday 11th 
May 

Use it: To use a 
range of 
conjunctions and 
manipulate clauses 
in sentences to write 
a summary of the 
storyline. 
 
Resource: 1 

“Tony sat on the wagon” =simple sentence/main clause. 
“Tony sat on the wagon so Grandpa pushed him.” The ‘main clause’ is Tony 
sat on the wagon. These are the parts of a sentence that make sense on 
their own. Introduce subordinate clauses by further developing the sentence 
to “Tony sat on the wagon before scanning the shelves beside him.” Before 
is the conjunction and before scanning the shelves beside him is the 
subordinate clause which doesn’t make sense on its own. We can rearrange 
it so the subordinate clause comes first:  
Before scanning the shelves beside him, Tony sat on the wagon.  
This method is called clause manipulation and is a great way to vary 
sentence openers when writing.  
Task:  Slightly easier: Using resource 1 write sentences about what is 
happening using a range of conjunctions. 
FANBOYS: (For, and, nor, but, or, yet, so) 
Subordinate conjunctions for COMPLEX sentences: When, Because, 
Although, If, Whilst, As, Despite the fact 
Expected: Write sentences about the story using a range of conjunctions 
and sentence types. Leave two lines between each and choose a minimum 
of four of your complex sentences and manipulate the clauses, writing in a 
different colour underneath the original one, e.g,  
The monkeys edged closer whilst Tony gripped the rickety wagon.   
Whilst Tony gripped the rickety wagon, the monkeys edged closer. 

Lesson 2  Try it: To use short, 
snappy sentences for 
effect when writing a 
diary entry. 
 
 

Play the clip from 2:46-3:27. What happens during this time? Discuss how 
Tony might have felt as the plane ducked and looped, how his teddy might 
have felt when he let go? Create a mind map of words and phrases in your 
book that express the characters’ emotions-fearful, exhilarated. Look at the 
scenery surrounding them- what phrases and sentences describe the 
setting? Look at the following description:  
The boat began to tip. His eyes widened. He held his breath. The stern 
teetered on the edge before tumbling downwards- WHOOSH! It was as 

https://www.literacyshed.com/takingflight.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Gj6V-xZgtlQ&t=61s
https://vimeo.com/182555047


though they were flying inside a canopy of water. Bubbles splashed his skin. 
Grandpa bellowed with laughter. Teddy covered his eyes!  
How have short sentences been used to create mood (tension) and 
atmosphere? How many words do they each have within them? What effect 
do they have on you as the reader?  
Task:   
Expected: Write a paragraph from the point of view of Tony describing what 
happens next in the clip (the plane). Use short snappy sentences to convey 
mood and atmosphere, including a range of punctuation and descriptive 
language. 
 
Example: The wind howled like a menacing beast, enveloping me in its 
blanket of fury.  My heart pounded.  My hands shook.  Like spies, I could feel 
the eyes of the forest watching me as I clutched onto the rickety wagon for 
dear life. 

Lesson 3 Comprehension 
 
Resource 2 

Task: Early Birds: Charlotte’s Web-Mrs B’s Reading detectives 
Expected: Theseus- A modern myth 
Please read the text and answer the questions. (Your parents will have the 
answers at the end of the resource). 
 

Lesson 4 Try it: To write a 
conversation 
between characters 
using dialogue. 
 
Resource 3 & 4 

Look at resource 3 and read together. Discuss the features of writing speech 
(see video) https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6-YFmLctwDY 
Write out the rules of speech as you watch the video. Look at how other 
punctuation is used alongside them (commas after the reporting clause/ end 
punctuation within inverted commas). When is a new line started? When 
writing dialogue direct speech does not always have to come at the 
beginning of the sentence? Identify the parts of resource 3 where the 
speech comes at the end of a sentence? How has the conversation been 
broken up into chunks by using description and detail between? Remember, 
if you only put dialogue into a story, nothing much would happen.  Watch 
the end of the video when Dad returns to pick up Tony. 
Task:  Slightly easier: Write a conversation between Tony and his Dad in 
which he tells him all about his day. Don’t forget speech marks around the 
words that are actually spoken. 
Expected: Using resource 4, write a conversation between Tony and his Dad 
in which his father tells him about an adventure he went on with Grandpa 
when he was a young boy. Don’t forget all of the speech mark rules.  

Lesson 5 Use it: To plan and 
complete an 
independent piece of 
creative writing.  
Resource 5 

Today you are going to use the skills you have learnt during the unit to 
create an independent piece of writing. Imagine that you go on an 
imaginative journey with Grandpa. It can be any time/ place that you wish. 
Where would you go? Use your imaginations. Write down some ideas in 
your book.  How would you feel in those settings? How would you describe 
where you were? In order to write the piece, you are going to need to plan 
your work which will help you to stick to the structure. Use our story map –
Resource 5:  Think about: setting, build up, climax, resolution, ending.  You 
could put key descriptive words and phrases (including similes and 
metaphors) in your final box.  
Task:  Slightly easier: Use your planning sheets to produce an independent 
narrative. You should write in first person (you are Tony) and include a 
variety of the skills learnt throughout the unit. (I, me, my, mine, we, us, our, 
ours)  
Expected: Use your planning sheets to produce an independent narrative. 
Write in first person and include a variety of the skills learnt throughout the 
unit, in particular a range of sentence types (simple, compound, complex), 
high level vocabulary, figurative language (similes and metaphors), short 
sentences for effect.  

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6-YFmLctwDY
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