
English Learning week commencing 11-5- 20 

 This is week 2 of the unit of English based on the poem ‘The Tyger’ by William Blake. This week, 

the focus is on: editing and improving, creating an illustration, publishing and performing your 

poem based on ‘The Tyger’. 

 

Task 
 

Objective Activity 
 

4 & 
6 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

To draft 
and write a 
descriptive 
poem 
 
(over two 
days) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Continue drafting, editing and creating your own original, modern tiger poem! Go back to 
the poems by William Blake (read by Mrs Westcott) and by Gordon Ramel (read by Miss 
Hodge) – is your rhythm and rhyme similar? Do your verses continue in a narrative with a 
theme in each verse?  

Your poem must include: 

 Include descriptive features about the tiger. 

 Remember the tiger’s appearance and movement. 

 Include rhymes if you can. 

 Include figurative language in your descriptive phrases.  

 Add your own opinion about the tiger too. 

 Use of well-chosen vocabulary, converted into powerful phrases. 

Watch this clip of a tiger 
https://www.nationalgeographic.org/media/steve-winter-trail-tiger/ 
(This video is 27 minutes long, you only need to watch the first minute.) 
Look out for any other ideas that may help you add to your planning notes on 
‘appearance’, ‘movement’ and ‘danger’.  
Use your planning notes (along with rhyming ideas, if possible) to create your own tiger 
poem. 
Your descriptive words about the tiger can firstly be converted into some powerful 
phrases: 
 
Majestic predator searching for prey, 
Burnt orange stripes like fallen leaves.  
 
With some ideas for powerful phrases, next we can combine them and turn the 
phrases into a poem! 

Majestic predator searching for prey, 

Creeping and stalking at the end of the day, 

The stripes of this robber are not plain to see, 

Piercing green eyes fixed on those that flee. 

7 To publish 
your poem 
with an 
illustration.  

Think of a creative way to publish your poem: this could be completed on a device but is 
not essential - paper and pens do make effective publishing tools and handwritten pieces 
can be beautifully produced. Consider involving or weaving Artwork through the verses or 
alongside your poem to support the meaning and impact on the reader. 

Photograph/ scan or email your final piece so us so we can celebrate your excellent work. 
Miss Hodge will be searching for examples for her newsletter. 

https://www.nationalgeographic.org/media/steve-winter-trail-tiger/


8 
 
 
 
 

To perform 
your poem 
to an 
audience 

Put together a performance to your poem considering which key elements you wish to 
emphasis. 

Think about the intonation of your voice; use of tone and volume; body language and 
maybe even body percussion. Be creative! 

Make a short video clip and send it to us, as we would love to see and hear your poems. 

9 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

To respond 
to questions 
about the 
poem ‘The 
Tyger’ 

1) Write a paragraph, explaining your personal response to the poem ‘The Tyger’ by 
William Blake OR ‘Tiger Tiger’ by Gordon Ramel. Use the point, evidence, explain model 
to structure your answer. 

Points to include:  

 Do you think the poem is effective and how/ why? 

 Do you like/dislike the poem and why? 

 Which part of the poem do you find is the most impactful and emotive? 

 What messages and/ or meanings was the poet trying to convey to the reader? 

 Did you learn any new vocabulary, write down one new word you learnt and its 
meaning. 

2) Imagine you are William Blake or Gordon Ramel, tell me in one paragraph why you 
have written the poem ‘The Tyger’. What were you hoping to evoke from the reader? 

3. Challenge: compare and contrast the poems. Consider how they are similar and how 
they are different, for example, you might discuss how the parody mirrors Blake’s poem; 
consider how themes are dealt with differently - the lamb, the heat in Ramel’s ‘sulphurous 
cauldron’ versus the fire described by Blake or the factory in Ramel’s poem against the 
anvil and hammer in Blake’s. You might consider how is power and danger is seen in both 
and what is driving both poets in their believes. 

10 To create 
your own 
poem about 
an animal 

Choose an animal to base your own poem upon.  
Within your poem you need to include details about:  

 its appearance 

 how it moves 

 any danger the animal may present 

 your opinion 
 
Listen to the following poets read some of their own poems for inspiration. 
 
Brian Moses 
https://childrens.poetryarchive.org/poem/walking-with-my-iguana/ 
 
Michael Rosen 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=l1sWlGCvcAQ 
 
Ted Hughes 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=n-
mB8TsUGMo&list=OLAK5uy_laJBVBSp6PT0LC_qSIu7Mqu2tCarI4GjE&index=3&t=0s 
 
I will add an example on youtube to show you how I would do this. 
 

   

 
 
 
     
 

 

https://childrens.poetryarchive.org/poem/walking-with-my-iguana/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=l1sWlGCvcAQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=n-mB8TsUGMo&list=OLAK5uy_laJBVBSp6PT0LC_qSIu7Mqu2tCarI4GjE&index=3&t=0s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=n-mB8TsUGMo&list=OLAK5uy_laJBVBSp6PT0LC_qSIu7Mqu2tCarI4GjE&index=3&t=0s


 

The Tyger 

WILLIAM BLAKE 

Tyger Tyger, burning bright, 
In the forests of the night; 

What immortal hand or eye, 
Could frame thy fearful symmetry? 

 
In what distant deeps or skies. 

Burnt the fire of thine eyes? 
On what wings dare he aspire? 

What the hand, dare seize the fire? 
 

And what shoulder, & what art, 
Could twist the sinews of thy heart? 
And when thy heart began to beat, 

What dread hand? & what dread feet? 
 

What the hammer? what the chain, 
In what furnace was thy brain? 

What the anvil? what dread grasp, 
Dare its deadly terrors clasp! 

 
When the stars threw down their spears 

And water'd heaven with their tears: 
Did he smile his work to see? 

Did he who made the Lamb make thee? 
 

Tyger Tyger burning bright, 
In the forests of the night: 

What immortal hand or eye, 
Dare frame thy fearful symmetry? 

 

 
 

   

 

 

 

 

https://www.poetryfoundation.org/poets/william-blake

