
 
Literacy Learning Overview wc 15.6.20 

 
For the next two weeks, we will be linking our literacy lessons to the 
short film ‘Monkey Symphony’. This is a film you should recognise as we 
used it in guided reading sessions earlier in the year so this should help 
you to feel even more confident with your learning. It can be found on 
the literacy shed using the following links: 
Literacy shed: https://www.literacyshed.com/monkey-syphony.html 
Youtube: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9CZmq-RJvoI 
Years 3, 4 and 5 will all be using the same video stimulus to make 

learning at home a little easier. 

 Objective  Task 

Lesson 
1 
 

Try it: To use 
inverted 
commas to 
punctuate 
direct speech 
 

Watch this video to remind yourself how to use inverted commas 
properly: https://www.youtube.com/watch?time_continue=60&v=6-
YFmLctwDY&feature=emb_logo 

Task: Copy the conversation below and add in the missing inverted commas. 
I’ve done the first line for you: 
 

“Shall I tell you what we are going to do?” 

What? They said. 
Mr Gregg looked at them and smiled. We are going to build a nest. 
A nest! They said. Can we do that? 
We must do it, said Mr Gregg. We’ve got to have somewhere to sleep. Follow 
me. 
They flew off to a tall tree, and right at the top of it Mr Gregg chose the place 
for the nest. 
Now we want sticks, he said. Lots and lots of little sticks. Off you go, all of you, 
and find them and bring them back here. 
 
Extension: Can you replace the word ‘said’ with more interesting verbs? E.g. 
exclaimed, whispered, bellowed… 
 

Lesson  
2  

Reading 
Comprehension 

 
Find out some interesting facts about Monkeys by 
reading the text ‘Monkeys reading comprehension’ 
then answer the questions that follow in your book. 
There are answers for your parents to check. 
 
If you have reading support in school with Mrs Pick, 
please try sheet ‘Monkeys reading comprehension- 
support group’ 
  
If you don’t have access to a printer or a screen for the whole lesson, just 
copy the first 3 questions into your book then read page 1 and answer. 
 
 
 
 

https://www.literacyshed.com/monkey-syphony.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9CZmq-RJvoI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?time_continue=60&v=6-YFmLctwDY&feature=emb_logo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?time_continue=60&v=6-YFmLctwDY&feature=emb_logo


 

Lesson 
3 

Use it: To use 
inverted 
commas to 
punctuate 
dialogue 
  

Look back at Monday’s lesson to remind yourself how to use inverted 
commas to punctuate direct speech. Then, watch the video ‘Monkey 
Symphony’ all the way through to remind yourself of the plot. 
 
Now focus on the section 1:48-2:18 where the chimps are having a music 
lesson.  
 
Task: Write the conversation 
between the chimp and the 
teacher, making sure you use 
inverted commas and a new 
line for a new speaker. 
Challenge yourself to use some 
interesting reporting clauses 
too instead of repeating ‘said’. 
 
 
 

Lesson 
4 

Try it: To 
identify 
subordinate 
clauses in a 
complex 
sentence 

Watch this video to remind of you of the two different clauses we need in a 
complex sentence. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pWS3Cbf5h9U. 
 
You can use this 
to help you 
remember 
different 
subordinating 
conjunctions 
that can be used 
at the beginning 
of your 
subordinate 
clause.  
 
 
Task: Write down the sentences below and underline the subordinate clause 
in each. Remember the subordinate clause could be at the beginning or the 
end of your sentence.  
Example: The chimps played happily until the music teacher became angry. 
 

1. The Gorilla smiled because he enjoyed the music. 
2. When they heard the lady coming, they stopped playing. 
3. Although the chimps recognised each other, they didn’t speak. 
4. The scowling music teacher was angry as she didn’t like the energetic 

music. 
5. The chimp looked sad after he was told to leave the music lesson.  
6. Whilst the chimp played on stage, the curious Gorilla peered from 

behind curtain  
7. The mischievous chimps played happily until the teacher stopped 

them. 
 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pWS3Cbf5h9U


Lesson 
5 

Use it: To use a 
range of 
complex 
sentences in my 
writing 
 

Look back at Wednesday’s lesson to remind yourself how to write complex 
sentences.  
 
Then, watch the video ‘How to Write a Diary Entry for Kids’ 
https://vimeo.com/221064596  to remind yourself of how to write a diary entry. 
 
Task: Write a diary entry from 
the perspective of the chimp at 
the end of the video. Make sure 
you include at least 3 complex 
sentences. 
 

Think about how he would 
describe what had happened 
that day and how he would be 
feeling. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://vimeo.com/221064596

