
 
Literacy Learning beginning 15th June (Term 6 Week 3) 

 

Below is a list of 4 lessons based on the short film ‘Monkey Symphony’ which can be found on the 

literacy shed using any of the following links. This learning is for the whole week. 

Literacy shed: https://www.literacyshed.com/monkey-syphony.html 

Youtube : https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9CZmq-RJvoI 

 

Week 
beginning  

Objective  Task 

Lesson 1 
 

Try it-Use ‘show not 
tell’ to convey 
emotions 

Today we are delighted to present ‘Monkey Symphony!’ 
Watch through the clip and discuss these questions 

- What did you like/ dislike? 
- Did it remind you of anything? 
- Do you have any questions/ are there any mysteries? 
- What do the two chimps have in common and how are they 

different? 
- How do we know the scene in the apartment is a flashback? 

There is no speech in the clip but the character’s reactions help you to 
understand what is happening. You are able to show the reader without 
telling them. 
Telling: 
The night was cold and moonlit. The sleigh moved fast through the forest. 
Showing: 
Katerina was shocked by the cold. She’d known winters before, but never 
this far north and never this deep. Burrowed under furs as she was, she still 
felt her eyelashes freeze. There were crystals of ice on her face where her 
own breath had frozen solid. 
 
Task: Write a list of sentences using ‘show not tell’ using the characters 
reactions in the clip.  
E.g.  
- The noise of the shoes sent a shiver down his spine. The monkey hung his 
head down low as he slowly walked away from the piano avoiding eye 
contact with anyone.  

Lesson 2  Use it: To write a 
piece of dialogue 
representing a 
flashback 

There is no dialogue in ‘Monkey Symphony’ but we can imagine what the 
characters are saying to each other from their facial expressions, body 
language and actions.  
Task:  Write the speech between the three characters in the flashback 
scene.  
Remember to use: 

- Inverted commas 
- A capital letter at the start of the speech 
- Punctuation before the speech closes ,.?! 
- Punctuation before the reporting clause. Jack wailed, “ 
- New line = new speaker 

Use a variety of words for ‘said’ to avoid repetition. 

Lesson 3 Comprehension 
Resource 1 
 

Task: Early Birds: Week 3- Project X Big Game Adventure. Mrs Booley’s 
Reading detectives  
Expected: Harriet’s Hare- Please read the text and answer the questions. 
(Your parents will have the answers at the end of the resource).  

Lesson 4  Use it: Create a story 
mountain for the 
‘Monkey Symphony’ 

In this lesson, you are going to create a story mountain for the Monkey 
Symphony clip. You will then be using this to write the story of the Monkey 
Symphony from the perspective of a character of your choice (either one of 

https://www.literacyshed.com/monkey-syphony.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9CZmq-RJvoI


 
Resource 2 

the Chimp brothers, the strict Madame music teacher or the gorilla in 
overalls).  
Slightly easier: Watch the clip and write notes to create a story mountain 
about the beginning, the problem/dilemma and the resolution.  
Expected: Watch the clip, pause it at each stage of the story mountain 
(beginning, build up, problem/dilemma, resolution and ending) and write 
notes about each stage from the perspective of your character.   
(Youtube video to support: 
https://studio.youtube.com/video/78N4yqm2jVA/edit ) 

Lesson 5 Prove it: Write a 
story from the 
perspective of a 
character within 
Monkey Symphony 

Today we would like you to write the story of Monkey Symphony from the 
perspective of the character you have chosen. You may want to re-watch 
the clip and you will need your story mountain to help you (from yesterday). 
Remember, you can incorporate the speech you wrote in Tuesday’s lesson- 
when it comes to direct speech- less is more! It is much better to include a 
small amount of speech that is correctly punctuated than to go overboard, 
as sometimes too much speech can slow down the pace of a story.   
Ensure you include a variety of fronted adverbials, prepositions and different 
sentence types (simple, compound, complex). Remember, each new section 
will be a new paragraph. (Make sure these are obvious) 
 
Slightly easier: Use your story mountain to retell the story.  
Expected: Use your story mountain to retell the story from a character’s 
perspective. Remember you are that character telling your story. You can 
include your feelings (‘show not tell’).  
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Resource 1- Comprehension 
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