


Holding a Ruler
Hold a ruler with thumb and first finger spread wide.



Drawing a Straight Line
Holding the ruler with thumb 
and first finger spread wide, 
run the pencil along the 
straight edge of the ruler.



Drawing a Straight Line from One Point 
to Another

1. Put the pencil on the first point.
2. Bring the ruler up to the pencil.
3. Keeping the pencil on the point, bring the other end of the ruler to the 

other point. 
4. Check the pencil can be placed on each point touching the ruler.
5. Draw the line.



Draw a Square on a Grid

Use this method to draw any rectilinear shape on a grid.

1. Mark the four corners of the square, making sure the corners are on 
the lines of the grid.

2. Put your pencil on the first point, bring the ruler to the pencil, move 
the ruler to the other point, check and draw the line.

3. Repeat for each of the four lines.



Draw a Perpendicular Line on Plain 
Paper

1. Draw a straight line with a ruler.
2. Mark the point where the perpendicular line will cross the first line.
3. Bring a protractor to the line with the centre on the mark. 
4. Mark the right angle (90 0)
5. Draw the line to join the two marks.



Lines do not need to be drawn to the correct length straight away. 

Draw a faint line in the correct orientation, then draw over to the correct 
measurement.

Drawing Faint Lines

To draw a line 10 cm long:
1. Draw a faint line longer than 10 cm.
2. Mark two points 10 cm apart. You may need to move your ruler along.
3. Draw the 10 cm line neatly on top of the faint line.



Draw a Rectilinear Shape on Plain Paper

1. Faintly draw a line longer than you need.
2. Measure and mark the line.
3. Draw a faint perpendicular line on one mark. Extend this line.
4. Measure the length of this side, and mark the line.
5. Continue until you have drawn the whole shape.
6. Using a ruler, draw over the faint lines to draw the shape.



Draw a Non -Rectilinear Shape on Plain 
Paper

1. Faintly draw a line longer than you need. 
2. Measureand mark the line.
3. Use a protractor to measure and mark the angle, then draw the line.
4. Measure the length of this side and mark.
5. Continue until you have drawn the whole shape.
6. Using a ruler, draw over the faint lines to draw the shape.
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