
 
Join the Learning Adventure 

 
  

 Wednesday 26th August 2020 

 

 

Dear Families, 

 

 

We hope that you are all having a restful summer and are looking forward to returning to school in 

September. Before the end of the summer term, we wrote to you to inform you about our plans for 

the full reopening at Bromley Heath Juniors and we pleased to be able to say that circumstances 

have not changed and therefore we are able to proceed with a whole school reopening as we had 

hoped. 

 

To help make sure that our reintroduction goes smoothly, we are reattaching the letter (sent in July) 

below with relevant staggered timings along with further guidance about the measures necessary in 

order to reduce risk within the community. A few slight changes have been made in red. 

 

Additionally, the government have released some leaflets for families about the return to schools 

which can be found here: https://coronavirusresources.phe.gov.uk/schools-/resources/parents-

leaflets/ 

 

 

Key dates to remember: 

Monday 1st September - Bank holiday 

Tuesday 2nd September - Inset Day. School closed to all pupils 

Wednesday 3rd September - Year 3 settling day 

Thursday 4th September onwards - All year groups to attend 

 

 

Looking forward to seeing you all again next week, 

Tracy Serle and Abigail Hodge 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://coronavirusresources.phe.gov.uk/schools-/resources/parents-leaflets/
https://coronavirusresources.phe.gov.uk/schools-/resources/parents-leaflets/


Dear Families, 
 
It has been lovely to have so many of the children back into school over the last week and we are delighted 
with how sensibly they have slotted back into routines and the enthusiasm which has been evident at being 
back in the classroom. As a school, we are now looking ahead to our September reopening, which – should 
conditions continue to be met – will be a full reopening. However, although in the current guidelines (both 
national and local) we are planning a scenario in which all children will return, there will need to be additional 
measures in place: these are needed for the safety of children and staff, who – as ever, remain our number 
one priority. The below link is to the latest DFE guidelines and all of our plan are based on these. As with all 
plans related to Covid 19, these are based on current guidance and are subject to change: we will be in 
touch towards the end of August to confirm plans or let you know of any changes which may have 
taken place. 
 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/actions-for-schools-during-the-coronavirus-

outbreak/guidance-for-full-opening-schools 

 

Will pods continue to be necessary? 
 
Yes. Contact reduction through a pod system will still be in place however the number of places within a pod 
will be a class size. The pod system outlined in previous letters remains similar: pods will continue to have their 
own toilet and staggered breaks with designated areas (outside this will now be per year group in larger 
spaces). In class, tables will be front facing and not in group plans. Adults will now be able to move between 
pods for cover purposes although children will not be taken out from different pods to work in mixed-pod 
groups. Contact tracing will continue to be in place. The pod system is based on reduced contact rather than 
social distancing; strict social distancing of 2m is not possible although teachers – and especially those with 
pre-existing conditions – will be advised to socially distance as far as is possible. 
 
There will continue to be entry and exit times which are staggered (see times for your child’s pod below) 
alongside designated entrances. With a full school in attendance, it is essential that pod times are adhered to 
in order to minimise contact and potential congestion. 
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What do I need to do at home? 
 

1. For usual safeguarding purposes, please let us know if your child is unable to attend school.* 
2. Parents are asked to ensure children wash their hands before coming to school and on return. 
3. You should take your child’s temperature before they leave for school (a temperature of 38 ºC or above 

is typically a high temperature or fever but a high temperature for anyone needs to be measured 
against a usual reading for that individual).  

4. Your child will need to bring a packed lunch to school (unless you have ordered a packed lunch from 
the kitchen – this will be a sandwich/ baguette or wrap, snack and piece of fruit and must be paid for in 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/actions-for-schools-during-the-coronavirus-outbreak/guidance-for-full-opening-schools
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/actions-for-schools-during-the-coronavirus-outbreak/guidance-for-full-opening-schools


advance using parentpay; please note, there are no spare lunches in school) and a snack for 
breaktime. Please wash lunchboxes and water bottles every evening on return from school.  

5. Your child needs to bring two water bottles to school each day. Fountains have been turned off and 
they will need one for during the day and one for at lunch. 

6. Children should wear school uniform unless it is their designated PE day, in which case they should 
wear PE kit. See timetable. 

7. Entry and exit times must be adhered to in order to support social distancing and pod organisation (if 
early or late, because of staggered entry times, your child will be asked to wait separately so they do 
not mix with another pod). If you drive your child to school, please park away from Quakers Road, 
unless a blue badge holder, and walk (or ask your child to walk) to their designated entrance. 
Please continue to be mindful of social distancing outside the school at all times; one parent in a family 
should drop off/ pick up to avoid congestion. 

8. Please do not use bikes and scooters to travel to school: they will not be allowed on the school site 
due to different entrances/ exits and staggered times with timely entries/ exits. 

9. Please do not send your child in with their own stationery; this will be provided in school to restrict items 
coming to and from home. 

10. Please do not send your child in with a mobile phone unless essential. These cannot be held in the 
office safe as usual and therefore will need to be held in classrooms. 

 
 
What would happen in the event of a child or staff member displaying symptoms of Covid 19? 
 
Symptoms of Covid 19 are a new and continuous cough, a fever or temperature and/ or a loss of sense 
of smell and taste; there are also reports of rare cases where children have initially presented with gastro-
intestinal problems. Do not send your child to school if they display any of these symptoms: symptoms 
in children are often mild. If an individual shows symptoms of Covid 19, they must isolate at home for 7 days 
(excluding the day of onset of symptoms) and their household must all isolate for 14 days. Testing is 
available for any children or staff who are displaying symptoms and in the event of a positive test, the pod must 
self-isolate at home for 14 days (including the child who would be isolating for 7 days as their pod would be 
closed). We ask that that parents arrange tests for children if they display symptoms (even when they are mild 
symptoms). Parents may wish to request a home test, rather than book a test at a testing centre for their 
children, as it likely to be less stressful. Results are now returned within around 24 hours. Following a positive 
test (or reported symptoms), we would also inform Public Health England and follow any further advice; 
following a negative test, the child would be able to return to school. We also encourage families to consult 
with their GP, as normal, if there are any health concerns in regard to their children. 
 
Please see the below link for details of symptoms, isolation and testing. 

https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/ 
 
 
What hygiene and safety measures will be put in place at school? 
 

1. Enhanced hygiene measures will continue to be in place. All children and staff wash hands or sanitise 
on entry (doors open and hands soaped at the entry points and washed off in designated sinks), wash 
hands after breaks, before food and before leaving school for the day.  

2. All children will be sitting at a front facing desk at designated seats (facing the front rather than each 
other). Stationery will be allocated, named and kept in school. Any items which are shared will be 
cleaned after use.  

3. Where possible, and where not related to symptoms of Covid 19, First Aid will continue to be 
administered in the classroom by children themselves e.g. plasters, anti-septic wipes for a graze. PPE 
would be worn for more significant illness e.g. sickness or if symptoms of Covid 19 were presented.  In 
these instances, First Aid would be administered in a separate, allocated room and distanced from 
other children; this includes use of a separate toilet. First aid treatment to parents would be 
communicated in the usual way – notified of a head bump and contacted immediately for injury or 
symptoms which could be more serious. 

https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/
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4. Cleaners operate using social distancing and begin work when pods have left the site; they follow 
government guidelines for cleaning, including attention to touch points. In the event of a positive test, 
there would be a specialist deep clean. 

5. PE equipment will be cleaned between pods’ usage. 
6. Any parents, deliveries or contractors are asked to socially distance and follow hygiene procedures. 

Any contractors are also notified of contact tracing requirements. Please do not come to the school 
office unless essential – email or call instead. 

7. There will be no whole school assemblies in the hall; these will be held in class. 
8. Children are taught and reminded about the hygiene measures with visual reminders around the 

school. Tissues are provided in each classroom (although if possible, please send your child in with 
their own supply) along with lidded bins for their disposal. 

 
Will there be wrap around care and after school clubs? 
 
This service will be available from week three. Our first priority is reopening the school for all children and 
ensuring all children are settled. Booking forms have been issued from the office before the end of term. A pod 
system will also operate in before and after schools clubs, with contact tracing in place. 
 
After school clubs cannot take place when run by teachers as this creates further pods. It may be possible for 
some sports’ clubs to be restarted which work outside with year groups only. We will notify you in term one 
regarding these decisions. 
 
 
With very best wishes, 
 
 
Abigail Hodge and Tracy Serle 
 
*We recognise, and understand, that for a small number of families, concerns about attendance will be much 
higher due to individual circumstances. Please contact the school to discuss if you feel there are concerns you 
would like to raise. 
 

 

 
 

 

 

    

 

 


