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COVID-19 catch-up premium report 2020-21 
 

COVID-19 catch-up premium spending: summary 
 

 

SUMMARY INFORMATION 

Total number of pupils: 234 Amount of catch-up premium received per pupil: £80 

Total catch-up premium budget: £18,894 Planned expenditure 2020-21  
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STRATEGY STATEMENT 

Children and young people across the country have experienced unprecedented disruption to their education as a result of coronavirus (COVID-19). Those from the most 
vulnerable and disadvantaged backgrounds will be among those hardest hit. The aggregate impact of lost time in education will be substantial, and the scale of our 
response must match the scale of the challenge. 
 
As the catch-up premium has been designed to mitigate the effects of the unique disruption caused by coronavirus (COVID-19), the grant will only be available for the 2020 
to 2021 academic year. It will not be added to schools’ baselines in calculating future years’ funding allocations. 
 
The DFE guidance on catch-up premium can be found here: 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/catch-up-premium-coronavirus-covid-19#use-of-funds 
 
The EEF published the following guidance to support schools in closing the gaps for our children: 
https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/public/files/Publications/Covid-19_Resources/Covid-19_support_guide_for_schools.pdf 
 
The EEF advises the following for catch-up support: 
 

Teaching and whole school strategies  
⮚ Supporting great teaching 
⮚ Pupil assessment and feedback  
⮚ Transition support 

 
Targeted approaches  

⮚ One to one and small group tuition  
⮚ Intervention programmes  
⮚ Extended school time 

 
Wider strategies  

⮚ Supporting parent and carers  
⮚ Access to technology  

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/catch-up-premium-coronavirus-covid-19#use-of-funds
https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/public/files/Publications/Covid-19_Resources/Covid-19_support_guide_for_schools.pdf
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STRATEGY STATEMENT 

Key Catch-up priorities at BHJS: 
 

• Children accessed reading during lockdown more than any other subject. This is something that was more accessible for families and required less teacher input. 
However, children are less fluent in their reading and the gap between those children that read widely and those children who don’t is now increasingly wide. 
Reading comprehension gaps (particularly for more able pupils) have developed as those who have read extensively have not necessarily been able to hold the 
deeper conversations to develop inference and subtleties of texts. 

 
• Spelling and phonics gaps – particularly in Year 3 – have been developed due to missed active phonics teaching throughout Year 2  

 
• Maths – Gaps in both arithmetic and mathematical application have been created due to inconsistent home study. Pupils are now having to develop secure 

knowledge of both current and previous year’s knowledge while also revisiting and remembering their key number facts. 
 

• Resilience and Growth-mindset have been impacted by time studying at home – where challenges are faced, pupils tend to give up easily. 
 

• Social and emotional needs – Significant time away from peers and ‘usual’ social interactions – creating a sense of loss for the known and broader interactions - 
have impacted on individual’s abilities to self-manage social situations, mediate their emotions and demonstrate conflict resolution skills effectively. 

 
• Writing - Those who have maintained writing throughout lockdown are less affected, however those who evidently didn’t write much have had to work additionally 

hard on writing stamina and improving their motivation due to the lack of fluency in their ability to write. Accuracy in punctuation, which comes with frequency of 
writing to a high standard, has decreased with more errors evident. 
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STRATEGY STATEMENT 

BHJS aims of catch-up premium strategy: 
o To reduce the attainment gap between disadvantaged pupils and their peers 
o To reduce the attainment gap between vulnerable pupils – including SEND and Pupil Premium  - and all other 
o To target those who has lost attainment to ensure that they reach potential (in line with KS1 outcomes and progress markers) 
o To support the emotional literacy of pupils to enable them to be successful now and in their future lives 

 
 
BHJS approaches to close the gap: 
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STRATEGY STATEMENT 

Approach: 
• Tier 1: 

o Recovery curriculum at BHJS based on providing time to talk, active engagement with Jigsaw Scheme of Work and pause moments to revisit or relearn 
missed aspects of the curriculum 

o Early assessment of need – through Summer term observations, discussions with families and initial settling in during September. Formal baseline 
assessment in Reading through PIRA also used to identify early regression and gaps 

o CPD - staff meetings and Inset to further explore recovery curriculum and needs; explore safeguarding concerns arising through Covid; deepen 
metacognition understanding and the use of AfL.  

o Inset training based on Wider curriculum design to ensure that Rosenshine’s principles and actions are embedded in practice and that learning 
sequences make meaningful links for pupils to enable them to ‘catch-up’ and develop schemata 

• Tier 2: 
o Specialist phonics and spelling support  through Nessy programme (continuing provision from Y2 – Y3) 
o Individual support for reading and decoding through use of specialist reading teaching assistant in delivering aspects of the Read, Write, Inc programme 

(continuing provision from Y2-Y3) 
o Reading assistant support (pre-existing) to target children’s reading fluency, oracy and comprehension individually or in pairs 
o Family link support (pre-existing) to target social and emotional needs and anxiety on an individual basis and as needed 
o Mentoring support (pre-existing) to target social, emotional and communication needs on an individual or small group basis 
o CPD –  

 HLTA training on resilience;  
 Literacy lead training on Oracy – disseminated through staff meetings;  

o Resources – Wide range of reading materials sourced to further support intervention programmes based on social, emotional needs 
• Tier 3: 

o Remote learning - clear platforms, communicated with families and consistently understood with staff (inc. SEND remote learning expectations) 
o Resourcing for home learning– e.g. online rehearsal of key skills ( e.g. Numbots, Nessy, TT Rockstars) 
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Barriers to learning 
BARRIERS TO FUTURE ATTAINMENT 

Academic barriers: 

A Reading – depth of reading and frequency of reading during lockdown limited exposure, fluency and comprehension 
 

B Writing – Resilience in writing and accuracy of skills application impacted significantly  
 

C Maths – Application of skills within learning impacted, alongside key mental arithmetic and number skills 
 

 

ADDITIONAL BARRIERS 

External barriers:  

D Social and emotional impact – families working from home; loss of jobs and pressures on financial stability; multiple children working independently 
when isolating 
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Planned expenditure for current academic year 2020-21 
Tier 1 support: Teaching quality, assessment and feedback 

Action Intended outcome and success 
criteria 

How will you make sure it’s 
implemented well? 

Staff lead When will you 
review this? 

Consolidate skills of AfL within classes to track 
back and adapt curriculum provision as needed.  
 
Use low stakes and summative assessment to 
analyse gaps and inform in-class support and 
appropriate support and challenge 

Quality first teaching 
Class teachers are able to quickly identify 
gaps in skills and knowledge as they 
become apparent and impact 
immediately 
 

Teaching staff released from classes 
through PPA/Inset training in teams to 
facilitate planning of the whole 
curriculum and shared expertise 

Ongoing  
Purchase and deliver additional PIRA 
reading materials. Record as 
benchmark for reading and use to 
inform interventions 

£420 
 
 

HLTA/sports coaches (4 days cover) 
utilised to release subject leaders for 
additional planning, monitoring and 
support for curriculum implementation 
and evaluation 

£482.20 

AH  

Use summative benchmarking to inform 
intervention programmes  

HA/CM  

Wider curriculum structure revisited with 
opportunity for overlearning and meaningful links 
created throughout. 

AH/TS  

Clarify school approaches for all staff member to 
ensure that the BHJS way is embedded and 
consistent 

All subject 
leaders 

 

Recovery curriculum is understood by and, allows 
time for collaboration, discussion and depth of 
discussion 

TS  

Teaching staff secured to ensure consistent 
teaching across Year 3 and additional support for 
transition 

Staff occupancy secured, vulnerable 
staff members kept safe and smooth 
transition enabled between staff 
during personal change. 
 

CM/SLT  
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Additional teacher (x3 afternoons per week. 1.30 
– 3.30pm) provides individual tutoring for 
individuals who demonstrate significant gaps in 
Maths GDS against expected outcome or release 
for CT for intervention as needed 

 Careful planned approach to gap 
filling – focusing on reasoning, 
variation and deeper thinking 
challenge questions 

£5626 

JM/AH  

Total budgeted cost: £6528.20 

Tier 2: Quality 1:1/small group support (intervention/Tutoring) 

Action Intended outcome and success 
criteria 

How will you make sure it’s 
implemented well? 

Staff lead When will you 
review this? 

Spellings, Phonics and Reading package 
implemented – Nessy 

Materials support the teaching of and 
development of precise phonics support 
and rehearsal (both in school and at 
home) 

The programme is used fully both 
within and beyond school to support 
children identified as needing 
additional support 
Children’s confidence and skills are 
increasing 
Families are given the tools to 
support further learning and rehearsal 
at home 

£375 

CM  

Reading – 1:1 and small group support – 
impacting on reading fluency and confidence 

Identified children will have significantly 
increased rates of reading fluency. They 
will be able to comprehend reading better 
as a result of being able to read at pace 
without spending their working memory 
decoding. They will become confident 
readers and dips in reading attainment 
will be negated. 

A reading assistant will work with 
those children whose reading PIRA 
indicate have dipped below expected 
attainment 

Ongoing  

JP/AH  

Reading – RWI – programme of support rolled out 
for identified children across Y3-4 (x5 morning) 
 
Learning support adult employed for Y5 -6 (x4 
afternoons) to provide in class support, pre-
teaching and overlearning opportunities 

A reading champion (qualified 
teacher) will work with individuals 
using RWI materials (continued 
provision from the Infant setting) 

 
£14,901 

JP/AS/JH  

Total budgeted cost: £15,276 
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Tier 3: Wider strategies for emotional, social support and development. Family support for engagement and remote learning   

Action Intended outcome and success 
criteria 

How will you make sure it’s 
implemented well? 

Staff lead When will you 
review this? 

Family link Worker supporting identified children Individual children and families are given 
support and, where needed, strategies in 
order to manage anxieties and complex 
familial situations 

Ongoing – part of existing package of 
BHJS support 

SS  

Sports Mentor supporting social interaction Individuals and groups are given support 
to manage, where needed, social 
difficulties, self-perception issues, conflict 
management and development of wider 
social skills. 

Ongoing – part of existing package of 
BHJS support 

RS  

Wide range of emotional literacy text/stories are 
made available to support children 

High qualities resources support 
individual children to be able to identify 
either own emotions and develop 
strategies for these 

Texts purchased are recommended 
by EP and SEND cluster groups to 
ensure high quality text and impact 

£460.28 

TS  

Google Classrooms set up and all staff and 
families are confident to use for remote learning 

All families have access to remote 
learning during isolation 

Platform chosen is consistent with 
Infants and secondary link school – 
so familiar for many families due to 
siblings 
Clear communications with all 
stakeholders 
Active engagement through home 
learning to familiarise for all 
Review access and effectiveness 
following pod closure 

AH/TS  

Further support for remote learning through 
purchasing of Numbots for basic number skills 
(alongside TT Rockstarts) 

Children are able to access and rehearse 
key mathematical skills during 
independent remote learning activities 

 JM/TS  

All families have access to remote 
learning during isolation 
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Total budgeted cost: £460.28 

Total Cost £22,264.48 

School overspend (minus income) 3370.48 
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