
 

 
 

Well done to all of our children once again who have been demonstrating fabulous grit, determination and positivity this week. We are all so 

proud of their ongoing efforts when working continuing to work from home.   

Below are just a few updates and some useful information and reminders from this week: 

School opening update 

I’m sure that you all watched Boris’ announcements on Wednesday which clarified that schools will remain closed for all except   children of 

critical workers and vulnerable children until the earliest of 8th March (two weeks after half term). We knew that the arrangements were in 

place until at least the end of this term and so we are hoping that a further two weeks after the half term does not seem too daunting for 

you all. I would encourage you all, however, to keep this date in mind but temper your excitement; the full return of schools is not yet set in 

stone and this will only happen if the data continues to show that the pandemic is coming under control. This will rely therefore on all of our 

communities digging deep and continuing to follow the lockdown guidance. The less contacts people are having, the less chance of        

transmitting the virus and consequently impacting once again on our numbers. As a school, our situation has not changed since the start of 

the term and, while we desperately want all children back at school as soon as possible, we must continue to keep numbers at a minimum 

to reduce transmission and protect our NHS. It is also essential to keep numbers as low as possible so that we can continue to offer all of our 

families at home the same levels of support for children's remote learning and wellbeing. 

Remote learning updates 

We have been blown away once again by the standards of the learning being returned and by the way that children are engaging in the  

activities set. Our morning registers are a joy to be a part of and it really is wonderful to see everyone’s smiling faces—especially when we 

cannot see them coming through the gate everyday like we would all ideally want. 

For those of you learning from home, we would just like to remind you all to make sure that the children are uploading/attaching their 

learning and then pressing the ‘hand in’ button on their learning when they have completed this each day. Sometimes, our children are 

completing lots of amazing learning but then it goes unmarked by a teacher because it hasn’t been submitted and we cannot see it.  

Feel Good Friday was launched today. The children seem to be excited by the prospect of the menu choices so we are really hoping that lots 

of fun is being had in all of our households this afternoon. If you have any wonderful photos/videos that you would like to share, please do 

upload them onto Google Classroom or email them in to the school directly—we love to see this part of their learning. Of course, if you 

were all just too busy having fun and being in the moment to take pictures, that’s is absolutely fine with us too! 

Lateral Flow Device Tests in Primary schools 

This week, we were able to roll out staff Lateral flow testing (LFT). This is a national programme for all school staff and involves twice weekly 

testing to try to detect adults within the school who may be carrying the virus but are asymptomatic. While these are not always fully     

accurate, it does go some way to reassuring staff both within the work place and when returning to their own households and families. 

While the testing is now in place, this does not reduce any of our school wide protective measures and all pod working arrangements and 

social distancing—adults and children—will remain in place. Families need to be aware that, if we were to get a positive LFT result from a 

member of staff, this would result in the immediate closure of a pod and the isolation of all contacts while we then seek a full PCR test to 

verify the result. If the result were then to come back negative, we would be able to bring people out of isolation but, if positive, the pod 

and all other contacts would need to isolate for the full 10 days as usual. We are hopeful that this will not happen  but we must be prepared 

for the eventuality. 

Help and Support 

We know how challenging this is for all of our children, families and staff at the moment. Next week is mental health awareness week and I 

would like to draw your attention to the following range of webinars which may be of interest to our families in supporting our children’s 

mental health at this time:  https://sites.southglos.gov.uk/mind-you/webinar-series/ . For a wider range of websites, please visit out school 

website: www.bhjs.org.uk   

You are all doing an amazing job! Take care of yourselves, 

Mrs Tracy Serle and the BHJS team 
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A Small Sample of BHJS Superstars this 

week... 

Rhys’ Science (Y4) 

Toby T’s 

English (Y3) 

Emilia’s science 

(Y4) 

Bea’s Geography (Y3) 

Thomas’ writing (Y4) 

Archie L’s RE (Y6) Scarlett’s RE (Y6) 

Jake’s Jigsaw (Y5) 


