
Year 5 – Term 5 spellings  

(revision of patterns already taught) 

 

Words ending in -cious or 
-tious 

Words ending in -cial 
or -tial 

Words ending in        –
ant, –ance, –ancy/ –
ent, –ence, –ency 
 
 

Words ending in  -able/ably 
or –ible/ibly 

Adding suffixes 
beginning with vowel 
letters to words ending 
in –fer 

Words with ie/ei 

1. ferocious 
2. tenacious 
3. atrocious 
4. contentious 
5. conscientious 
6. superstitious 
7. fictitious 
8. gracious 
9. anxious 

(exception) 
10. contagious 

(exception) 
 

1. especially 
2. beneficial 
3. torrential  
4. essential 
5. confidential 
6. residential 
7. partial 
8. official 
9. artificial 
10. substantial  

 

1. Tolerant   
2. Vibrant 
3. Assistance  
4. Vacancy  
5. Innocent 
6. Confident  
7. Obedience  
8. Independence 
9. Decency 
10. Emergency  

 

1. Enjoyable / 
enjoyably  

2. Suitable/ suitably 
3. Comfortable/ 

comfortably 
4. Excitable / excitably  
5. Reliable/ reliably 
6. Possible / possibly 
7. Invisible/ invisibly 
8. Incredible/ 

incredibly 
9. Sensible/ sensibly 
10. Responsible/ 

responsibly 

1. Inference 
2. Referee 
3. Referring  
4. Preferred 
5. Preference  
6. Difference 
7. Offering  
8. Transferring  
9. Suffered  
10. Suffering  

1. relief 
2. field 
3. niece 
4. belief 
5. deceive 
6. shriek 
7. retrieve 
8. grief 
9. receive 
10. receipt 

Guidance 
Not many common 
words end like this. If the 
root word ends in –ce, 
the /ʃ/ sound is usually 
spelt as c – e.g. vice – 
vicious, grace – gracious, 
space – spacious, malice 
– malicious.  
 

Guidance 
–cial is common after 
a vowel letter and –
tial after a consonant 
letter, but there are 
some exceptions (e.g. 
initial). 
 
 

Guidance 
Use –ant and –ance/–
ancy if there is a 
related word with a 
/æ/ or /eɪ/ sound in 
the right position; –
ation endings are 
often a clue  
Use –ent and –ence/–
ency after soft c (/s/ 
sound), soft g (/dʒ/ 
sound) and qu, or if 
there is a related word 
with a clear /ɛ/ sound 
in the right position. 

Guidance 
The – able ending is used if 
there is a related word 
ending in –ation. 
The –able ending is usually 
used if a complete root 
word can be heard before 
it, even if there is no related 
word ending in –ation. 
 
Children will be tested on 10 
words from the above list.  

The r is doubled if the 
–fer is still stressed 
when the ending is 
added.  
 
The r is not doubled if 
the –fer is no longer 
stressed. 

ie after most 
consonants, except c 
(“i before e, except 
after c”.) 


