
 

Thursday 15th July 2021  

Dear families, 

As you will have heard, the government have now confirmed that Step 4 of the Covid roadmap will come into 
force from the 19th July. Under Step 4, changes nationally will impact significantly on how schools continue to 
manage Covid-19 and reduce risk for children, families and staff. We are writing to you to clarify what this will 
mean for the Bromley Heath Community. 

When will changes be put into place across the schools before the summer holidays? 

As the changes are coming into place from the 19th July but isolation continues for all children until the 16th 
August, there will be no changes to our existing Covid-19 measures (including all social distancing, face 
coverings, staggered start/end times, limited contacts and bubble working) until the end of the academic year. 
This decision is supported by the local authority and we ask families to continue to support us with this so that 
we can, hopefully, get to the summer holidays positively and with all members of the community able to fully 
enjoy the well-earned break. 

From the 19th July, however, contact tracing within schools will be managed by NHS track and trace rather than 
at a school level. This means that, if you or your child/ren test positive for Covid-19 in this period, you will be 
required to isolate and work with NHS to identify close contacts. Track and trace will, in turn, contact schools if 
necessary to seek further information and/or support. 

What will be different when we return to school on September 6th? 

From September, there will be no requirement for schools to limit social contacts. This means that we will not be 
continuing with our staggered start/end times or bubble arrangements in school. Our school timings therefore 
will be as follows: 

Infant school 

• Start: 8.45am doors open with registration at 8:55am 
• End: 3.15pm pick-up 

Junior school 

• Start: 8.40 gates open with registration at 8.50am 
• End: 3.20pm pick-up 

Face coverings will no-longer be a requirement for staff or families when on school site – although we support 
people to continue wearing them if they wish to. 

Covid-19 symptoms, positive tests and isolation 

All individuals are asked to continue to monitor for the symptoms of Covid and, where symptoms are present, 
seek a PCR test. 

From 16 August 2021, children under the age of 18 years old will no longer be required to self-isolate by school 
or if they are contacted by NHS Test and Trace as a close contact of a positive COVID-19 case. Instead, children 
will be contacted by NHS Test and Trace, informed they have been in close contact with a positive case and 
asked to take a PCR test. We would ask all individuals to take a PCR test if advised to do so in order to protect all 
members of the community and further reduce the risk of transmission. 



If your child/ren become symptomatic while in school, we will contact you and ask that you seek a PCR test 
immediately. Children who are symptomatic will not be allowed in to school until a negative PCR has been 
sought in order to protect other pupils and staff from possible infection with COVID-19. 

Individuals with a positive Covid test will still be asked to isolate in line with government guidance and schools 
will provide your child/ren with remote learning via Google classroom as before. 

Covid-19 outbreaks 

If schools have an outbreak of Covid-19 cases within the school (more than 5 children at any one time), or if 
there is a local outbreak, we will work with the local authority and Public Health England to agree what actions 
may be needed to reduce transmission in school. It is possible that temporary additional measures may need to 
be implemented in school. In these instances, bubbles may be temporarily put back into place and social 
distancing resumed for a while. We would of course, communicate this with you as soon as we are able and 
explain fully the temporary measures being put into place. 

Are visitors allowed at school? 

We will continue to be cautious with visitors to school site in the new school year and encourage families, where 
possible, to contact the school via telephone or email.  

If however, an onsite meeting is needed, we will ask visitors to sign-in, verifying that they have not tested 
positive for Covid in the last 10days and that they are not displaying symptoms of Covid (high temp, cough, loss 
of sense of smell/taste). 

What are school staff doing to minimise transmission and risk? 

While bubbles will not be in place and children will be mixing more widely during play, lunch and assemblies etc, 
many of our measures will be continuing into September. As well as continuing to monitor for Covid symptoms 
and work with families to seek PCR tests as needed, we will still use hand wash/sanitiser on entry and 
throughout the school day as well as encouraging good hygiene (catch it, bin it, kill it). Additionally, we will keep 
rooms well ventilated to ensure that fresh air is always available and regular cleaning of high contact surfaces 
will continue. 

Staff will, throughout September, continue to complete regular lateral flow tests to quickly identify adults who 
may be asymptomatic. 

For more information about the changes to schools under Step 4, please read the parent/carers information 
available here: https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/what-parents-and-carers-need-to-know-about-
early-years-providers-schools-and-colleges-during-the-coronavirus-covid-19-outbreak/step-4-update-what-
parents-and-carers-need-to-know-about-early-years-providers-schools-and-colleges  

 

Thank you once again for all of your support and understanding throughout yet another challenging year. We 
know that we are facing changes once again for September – many families will welcome this but some will 
remain anxious. Please do not hesitate to contact us if you would like to talk through any concerns you may 
have.  

 

Kindest regards, 

Tracy Serle and Kirsti Harris 
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Bromley Heath Junior School specific guidance for September 
 

Further to the information above, we would ask that you read this document for further information to 
support BHJS at the start of the new school year. 

What children should bring to school 

We ask that children bring 2 water bottles with them alongside their packed lunch (if needed) each day. Other 
than their school reading books/reading logs and healthy snack, we ask that children do not bring other items to 
school as all needed resources for learning will be supplied by the school. 

What to wear and when 

We will continue to ask that children come to school wearing their school uniform or their school PE kits on the 
appropriate days. The days for this will be communicated to you by your child’s class teacher before the start of 
the term on September 6th. 

Please make sure that all items are clearly labelled as we will not be keeping a lost property box. Named items 
means that clothing can be reunited quickly with their owners. 

Please also see our website for further information about our school uniform policy 

Start and end of the school day 

The gates will open between 8.40am – 8.50am each day and children will be asked to go immediately go to their 
classrooms. School staff will be available on the doors/gate to welcome the children and we ask that families drop 
off their children quickly and avoid lingering at this time. Registers will be taken at 8.50am each morning. If you 
need to pass on a message to the class teacher in the morning, please continue to do this via email/phone. 
Appointments to talk with class teachers can be made after the school day as needed. 

The gates will open for pick up at 3.15pm for families to stand on the playground. Children will be brought onto 
the terrace and handed over to families from there. 

Lunchtime arrangements 

Hot dinners (and sandwiches) will be available in our school hall and a full menu of hot meals will once again be 
available for order through our school systems. 

Assemblies 

We will be gradually reintroducing whole school assemblies in the school hall – which is very exciting for us all – 
during term 1 so that we can fully appreciate being part of a wider school community once again. 

As mentioned above, if you have any questions about arrangements for September, please do not hesitate to 
contact us via email (school@bhjs.org.uk) or give us a call on 01454867110. 
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Bromley Heath Infant School specific guidance for September 
 

Further to the information above, we would ask that you read this document for further information to 
support BHIS at the start of the new school year. 

What children should bring to school 

We ask that children bring 1 water bottle with them alongside their packed lunch (if needed) each day. Other than 
their school reading books/reading diaries and healthy snack, we ask that children do not bring any other items to 
school as all the resources needed  for learning will be supplied by the school. 

What to wear and when 

We will continue to ask that children come to school wearing their school uniform or their school PE kits on the 
appropriate days. The days for this will be communicated to you by your child’s class teacher before the start of 
the term on September 6th. 

Please make sure that all items are clearly labelled to ensure that all clothing can be reunited quickly with their 
owners. 

Start and end of the school day 

Please could we ask all children to go immediately go to their classroom when they arrive on site. School staff will 
be available on the doors to welcome the children and we ask that families drop off their children quickly and 
avoid any groups gathering. Registers will be taken at 8.55am each morning. If you need to pass on a message to 
the class teacher in the morning, please continue to do this via email/phone. Appointments to talk with class 
teachers can be made after the school day as needed. 

The gates will open for pick up at 3.10pm for families to stand on the playground. Children will be let out of their 
class doors and asked to go straight home, again to avoid any groups gathering. 

Lunchtime arrangements 

Hot dinners (or packed lunches) will be eaten as normal in our school hall.  

 

After School Clubs – Signature Sports 

Signature sports will be running after school club starting from week commencing 13th September 

Please click on the link for further information 

https://www.signaturesportscoaching.co.uk/after-school-clubs-bristol 

 

As mentioned above if you have any questions or concerns about our opening in September please contact the 
school office via email (school@bhis.org.uk) or give us a call on 01454866777. 
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